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GOVERNMENT OF SAMOA

SAMOA BUREAU OF STATISTICS

LOCAL MARKET SURVEY
January 2016

This report provides a monthly review of selected agricultural produce available at the Local Markets around the Apia town area based on the
price data and volume index survey. Corresponding tables are attached for ease of reference.

Key findings:

The Local Market Survey in January 2016 showed overall volume increase 11 percent while average price rose 46

percent when compared to December 2015.

Substantial increases in average price of ta’amu contributed the most to the rise in the price index.
The value of supplies expanded 4 percent to $48,000 from the previous month.
The total number of sellers fell 1 percent to 232 from 234 in December 2015.

Issue: 1/01/16

OVERVIEW

The monthly survey of Agricultural food supplies at the
Local Markets by the Samoa Bureau of Statistics in
January 2016 showed an 11 percent increase in overall
volume from December 2015. The increase in volume
stems from significant rise in the supply of all
agricultural produce with the exception of taro palagi,
yam, head cabbage and tomato supplies. When
compared with the same month last year, current supply
was 14 percent higher. (See Graph 1 and Tables 4 & 5)
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Significant increase in average ta’amu prices in the
month under review contributed to the sharp rise in the
overall price level (up 46 percent) from the previous
month. In addition, prices of all agricultural produce
increased with the exception of breadfruit, cucumber
and pumpkin prices. The current price level was 70
percent higher when compared with January 2015.

TARO

The supply of taro to the Local Market in January
2016 rose 5 percent (to 8,000 pounds) from the
previous month. At this current level, taro volume
was 71 percent higher than the same month last
year. The average price of taro increased 21 percent
(to $1.22 per pound) driven by increased demand
over the New Year holiday. When compared with
January 2015, current price for taro was 11 percent
higher. (See Graph 2 and Tables 1 & 2)
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Despite the increase in taro volume in the month
under review, current supply contributed to a 48
percent decrease in volume when comparing the
twelve months ending January 2016 over the twelve
months ending January 2015. Price rose 12 percent.
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BANANA

Banana supplies in January 2016 rose 28 percent (to
2,815 pounds) from December 2015; while increased
demand drove its average price up 30 percent (to
$0.57 per pound). Banana volume was 60 percent
lower than the same month last year while its
average price was 58 percent higher. (See Graph 3
and Tables 1 & 2)
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When comparing the twelve months ending January
2016 over the twelve months ending January 2015,
banana supplies were 49 percent lower while
decreased availability pushed its average price up 13
percent.

TARO PALAGI

There was no supply of taro palagi available at the
Local Markets in the month under review. The
average price of taro palagi also remained
unchanged at $1.23 per pound; a level that was 14
percent lower when compared with January 2015.
(See Graph 4 and Tables 1 & 2)
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The twelve months ending January 2016 showed
taro palagi supplies were 83 percent lower than
volume in the twelve months ending January 2015
while its average price decreased 7 percent.

TA'AMU

In the month under review ta’amu supplies surged
32 percent (to 368 pounds) from the previous month
while its average price jumped 98 percent (to $4.10
per pound) marking a record high in ta’amu prices.
In comparison with January 2015, current supply of
ta’amu was 65 percent lower while its average price
was more than doubled. (See Graph 5 and Tables 1
&2)
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SUPPLY AND PRICE OF TA'AMU**

3000 4.50

mm\olume —4—Price

2500 - | 360

2000 -
r 270

1500 T

volume (Ibs)

r 1.80
1000

price per pound, Tala

500 4 - 0.90

2 2
n wn
il
g 9
EE
- =

JUN.15.AV
JULY.15.AV
AUG.15.AV

SEP.15.AV

OCT.15.AV
NOV.15.AV
DEC.15.AV

JAN.16.AV

Despite the rise in the volume of ta’amu in the
month under review, current supply contributed to a
69 percent decrease in ta’amu volume when
comparing the twelve months ending January 2016
over the twelve months ending January 2015 while
decreased availability pushed its average price up 36
percent.

COCONUT

At 11,767 pounds, the supply of coconut in January
2016 recorded no change from December 2015
while its average price rose 4 percent to $0.27 per

1 ” [ 0% pound. Current availability of coconut was 32
o Al H - H , ” ‘ ” M, [ 000 percent lower than average availability in January
03 : 3 : 31 8 3 &z 2 2015 while average price remained unchanged. (See
T & 3 5 $ & %8 2 & % Graph 6 and Tables 1 & 2)
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Graph 6
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF COCONUT**
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Current supply of coconut contributed to a 24
percent decrease in volume while weakened
demand pushed its average price down 29 percent
when comparing the twelve months ending January
2016 over the twelve months ending January 2015.

BREADEFRUIT

The supply of breadfruit to the market in January
2016 grew four fold (to 1,078 pounds) from the
previous month, while increased availability drove
its average price down 29 percent (to $0.39 per
pound). When compared with the same month last
year, current supply of breadfruit was 27 percent
higher while its average price was 11 percent lower.
(See Graph 7 and Tables 1 & 2)
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The rise in breadfruit supplies in the month under
review, contributed to a 5 percent increase in
volume when comparing the twelve months ending
January 2016 over the twelve months ending
January 2015. Average breadfruit prices declined 2
percent.

YAM

Yam supplies, at 287 pounds decreased 60 percent
from December 2015 while limited availability
pushed its average price up 4 percent (to $2.02 per
pound). When compared with January 2015, current
supply of yam was 38 percent lower while its
average price was 18 percent higher. (See Graph 8
and Tables 1 & 2)
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Despite the decrease in the volume of yam in the
month under review, current supply contributed to
an 18 percent increase in volume in the twelve
months ending January 2016 over the twelve
months ending January 2015, while its average price
decreased 2 percent.

VEGETABLE PRODUCE

The supply of vegetable produce to the Local
Markets in January 2016 revealed all vegetable
produce recording significant gains with the
exception of head cabbage and tomato supplies
recording a 60 percent (to 1,265 pounds) and 13
percent (to 371 pounds) decrease respectively from
December 2015. Cucumber supplies experienced
the greatest growth surging 3 fold (to 1,655 pounds)
while pumpkin volume increased 76 percent (to
15,844 pounds). Chinese cabbage supplies rose 45
percent (to 191 pounds). (See Graphs 9 to 13 and
Tables 1 & 2)
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Graph 13
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GRAPH 15 SELLERS BY VEGETABLE PRODUCE
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In January 2016, pumpkin sellers at 51 were the
largest group at the local markets decreasing from
52 in the previous month and 65 in the same month
last year. Coconut sellers recorded a decreasing
total of 44 from 49 in December 2015 and 47 in
January 2015 respectively. Tomato sellers followed
with an increasing total of 38 from 32 in the previous
month and 23 in the same month last year. Sellers
of taro recorded a decreasing total of 29 from 37 in
the previous month but were higher than 26 a year
ago while sellers of cucumber increased to 24 from
18 in December 2015 but lower than 28 a year ago.
Head cabbage sellers recorded a decreasing total of
16 from 17 in the previous month but were higher
than 10 when compared with the same month last
year. Sellers of banana at 14 fell from 15 in the
previous month and 36 in January 2015 while sellers
of Chinese cabbage decreased to 5 from 6 in the
previous month and the same month a year ago.
Breadfruit sellers followed with an increased total of
5 from 2 in the previous month but were lower than
8 in the same month last year. Yam sellers recorded
an unchanged total of 4 from December 2015 but
were slightly lower than 5 recorded in January 2015
while ta’amu sellers recorded a decreasing total of 2
from 3 in the previous month but remained
unchanged when compared with the same month
last year while the presence of taro palagi sellers at
the Local Markets was very insignificant in January
2016.

VALUE OF SUPPLIES

The average value of selected produce supplied to
the Local Markets at $48,000 in January 2016 was 4
percent higher than the previous month and 31
percent higher when compared with January 2015.

GRAPH 16 DISTRIBUTION OF VALUE BY COMMODITY
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Pumpkin supplies contributed the most to the total
value of produce surveyed with a share of 46
percent in January 2016, a level that was higher than
35 percent in December 2015 and 39 percent when
compared with January 2015. Taro supplies
followed with a 20 percent contribution to total
value falling from 21 percent in the previous month
but were higher than 14 percent a year ago. Head
cabbage supplies at an 8 percent contribution also
fell from 21 percent in the previous month 12
percent in the same month last year. Supplies of
coconut accounted for 7 percent of total value,
decreasing from 8 percent in December 2015 and 13
percent in January 2015 followed by the value of
cumber supplies at 5 percent rising from 2 percent in
December 2015 but remained unchanged when
compared with the same month a year ago. Tomato
banana and ta’amu supplies each contributed 3
percent to total value; tomato supplies falling from 4
percent in the previous month and a year ago, while
banana remained unchanged from the previous
month but were lower than 7 percent in January
2015 with ta’amu supplies rising from 2 percent in
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the previous month but was lower than 4 percent a

year ago. Chinese cabbage and yam contributed 1 SAMOA BUREAU OF

percent each to total value with Chinese cabbage STATISTICS

contribution remaining unchanged from December _ -

2015 but was lower than 2 percent in January 2015 Economic Statistics Division
hil m contribution fell from 4 percent in the FMEM I1 Building, Level 1

while ya p P O Box 1151

previous month and 2 percent in the same month Apia, Samoa

last year. Breadfruit supplies accounted for 1
percent of total value while relatively lower shares

Phone: (685) 62014/62015
Fax: (685) 24675
were recorded for all other commodities. (See Graph E-mail: info.gtat)sbsov.ws

16 and Table 3) Website:

Technical Notes

The Local Market Survey measures the price and volume of
selected agricultural produce from the Local Markets at Fugalei
and Taufusi every month. Prices for selected produce are taken
from the Consumer Price Index.

** Data shown reflects the average availability and prices of
selected produce. This survey is conducted on each Friday
(Thursday where Friday is a public holiday) in the months under Muagututi’a Sefuiva Reupena

reference. GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN

Weights for selected produce have been revised using 2010 as
the base period and have been incorporated starting from
January 2010 report.

The Local Market Survey Report for February 2016 will be
available on 16 March 2016.
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SUMMARY OF MARKET SURVEY

Table 1: Quantity Supplied (in pounds) Jan-16
%chng from [ %chng from
PRODUCE 10AVE | JANISAV | MAYISAV | JUINISAV | JUYI5AV | AUGISAV | SEPISAV | OCTISAV | NOVSAV | DECISAV | JANIBAV | prevmnth JANIS
TARD 2 4637 8714 1079 o 10189 1070 8731 7608 aq 5 7
BANANA 639 7116 o 31221 13 3310 265 2423 1939 207 2y B8 -0
TAROPALAGH a4 115 4 ke 5 ke 2 g 12 12 q -10 -100
TAAMU 10002 104 1001 612 s 155 672 & g 2rg W &
CoooNuUT [ 1735 172 1299 14279 12859 10648 14169 11679 11818 1w 0 2
BREADFRUT a8 847 462 & g &0 814 24 199 P2 0/ 3 oo
YAM 415 465 169 416 450 787 23 372 37 717 27 -0 k]
HEAD CABRAGE 1531 1218 1721 2149 2008 219 837 35 EericY! 3159 1266 0 4
TOVATCES ao 24 142 157 477 408 &4 761 412 428 37 -3 1
CHCABBAGE 70 21 515 317, 377 pre 408 317, 201 1) 191 45 9
QUOUVBER o78 657, 13471 e 1021 1050) 1483 %71 769 28 168 287 152
PUVPKIN 7508 171 1774 7547, 1495 2440] 20118 14104 7407 79 1584 7 kS
Table 2: Weighted Average Price Per Pound (inTala)
%chng from [ %chng from
PRODUCE 0AVE | JANISAV | MAYISAV | JNEISAV | JUYISAV | AUGISAV | SEPISAV | OCTISAV | NOV.ASAV | DECISAV | JANIBAV | preventh | Janis
TARD 106 110 oeg folec [ore7 087] osg 08y folee 101 1220 2 1
BANANA 045 03 0y 049 054 04g 049 045 047 04 051 58
TAROPALAG o7 143 124 110 14 157 124 110 143 13 13 o 14
TAAMU 110 19 159 178 23 194 173 19 221 207 410 = 218
QoooNUT [oF:<] 07 0 0 0 029 029 021 024 0.4 0z 4 0
BREADFRUT 041 04 054 067] o 054 fokeill 06§ ol 05 0y > a1
YAM 134 171l 199 143 165 150 154 165 180 194 20 4 18
HEAD CABBAGE 286 364 249 27 247 191 153 214 254 252 313 A 14
TOVATCES 45 433 615 662 53 4.4 373 343 357 344 4d 5 0
CHCABBAGE 2 267 194 25 19 153 151 189 204 184 3 13
QUOUVBER 149 1 119 141 180 177 174 2 19 1 151 8 19
PUVPKIN 10 122 121 142 130 119 109 :J 145 J_j 14 4 15
Table 3: Vdue of Supplies (in Tala thousands)
Total value %chng from [ %chng from
PRODUCE 2010 JANISAV | MAYISAV | JNEISAV | JUY.ISAV | AUGISAY | SEPISAV | OCTISAV | NOVISAV | DECISAV | JANIBAV | prevmnth | ganis
TARD 1081 52 71 100 87 72 ag 95 87 77 ad o @
BANANA 2 26 11 17 14 16 11| 11 o9 19 1 & K]
TAROPALAG 46 02 o1l 0g 09 Lok o1 o1l 09 09 od o E
TAAMU 1333 14 17 11 12 04 12 12 07 0§ 158 3 2
QoooNuUT 272 47 42 33 3§ 33 24 39 39 31 32 1 2
BREADFRUT 25 04 03 09 02 03 03 02 ok o4 o4 o 1
YAM 66 og 03 0§ og 12 03 0§ 07 14 o 14 28
HEAD CABBAGE 250 44 43 59 50 62 59 79 80 80 a0 o a1
TOVATCES 116 14 o9 19 23 17 23 24 15 15 16 1 1
CHCABBAGE 163 0§ 14 07 og 07] 0§ 0§ 04 02 od a1 a
QUOUVBER 150 o9 14 14 18 19 24§ 24 15 og 2 45 19
PUVPKIN 780 144 142 107 194 289 219 162 107 131 23 2 54
4775 %7 373 %4 451 533 281 262 .| 374 80 4 31
‘mirecasanee
@uewegtsatiee
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Table 4: olue Index (2010 =100)

%chng from [ %chng from

PRODUCE 2010Weights | JANISAV | MAY.ISAV | JNEISAV | JULYISAV | AUGISAV | SEP.ISAV | OCTISAV [ NOV.ISAV | DECISAV | JANIGAV | prevmnth JANIS
TARO oz 5 103 127 112 e 121 127| 104 0 e 5 7
BANANA 007 112 A A A9 5% es 3B 0 3| 4 2 -60
TAROPALAG 0oL 24 1 g 1 g 9 10 2 2 [o -100 -100
TAAVL 028 19 11 q 5 2 7 6 3 3 4 fed 65
COCONUT 006 174 174 130 143 19 107] 142 117) 119 118 0 g
BREADFRUT 0oL 139 7 11 51 100 134 43 ec 35 177) 30 7
YAM 001 112 A0 100 109 189 % es o 173 & - -38
HEAD CABBAGE 009 2o 13 149 131 219 21 239 25 206 3 -0 4
TOVATCES o 109 47 52 142 13 29 3 137| 142 123 -13 14
CHCABBAGE 003 e 7 M 52 &2 & Lz 2 18 27 45 9
QUOVBER 00 67] 134 102, 104 107] 152 B o 24 169 287
PUVPKIN 016 15/] 15/] 101 199 34 269 183 N 120 211 76 5

100 74 & g e 119 113 106 76 77| 85 11 14

Table 5: Price Index (2010 =100)

%chng from | %chng from

PRODUCE 2010Weights | JANISAV | MAY.I5AV | JNEISAV | JULYIS5AV | AUGISAV | SEP.ISAV | OCTISAV [ NOV.ISAV | DECISAV | JANIGAV | prevmnth JANIS
TARO 02 105 84 89 83 83 &4 8 e 9% 16 21 1n
BANANA 007 0 87 109 124 104 109 100 104 126 0 58
TAROPALAG [oXo:} 187| 162 157| 165 25 162 144 161 lj 161 0o -14
TAAVU 028 117 144 160 213 177 1 181 ol 188 373 B 218
GoaONUT 006 18 108 109 109 14 14 18 114 14 18 4 0
BREADFRUT [oXo:} 107| 131 163 182 131 be| 160 148 134 eS| -9 -1
YAM [eXo:8 128 144 107| 123 112 115 123 135 145 151 4 18
HEAD CABBAGE 009 127| 87| eS| 89 67] 53 75 89 109 24 -14
TOVATCES (o023 e 13 144 114 X & ¥E| e 7 e 3] 0
CHCABBAGE 003 18 87| es 87 67] 67] 8 0 8l 133 &4 13
QUAUVBER 003 89 O o3 121 19 117 169 130 129 106 -18 19
PUVPKIN 0.16 123 122 143 131 118 109 115 146 147| 141 4 15
100 13 112 124 ]37| 120 11 123 135 132 193 70

Table 6: Nurrber of Sellers

%chng from | %chng from
PRODUCE JANISAV | MAY.1I5AV | JUNEISAV | JULY.I5AV [ AUGISAV | SEP.1I5AV | CCT.ISAV | NOV.ISAV | DECISAV | JANIGAV prev mnth JANIS

TARO 26 33 a0 42 A s 43 e 37 2 20 2
BANANA 3 15 15 17 19 13 16 13 15 14 8 61
TAROPALAG 1 1 1 q q 1 1 Q Q [0 [0} -5
TAAMU 2 4 4 3 2 4 4 3 3 2 -38 (o]
GOCONUT 47| 45 42 % 47 41 53 46 49 24 -11 8
BREADFRUT g 4 1 3 5 q 3 2 2 5 11 42
YAM 5 3 q 7 7 3 5 4 4 4 6 -15
HEAD CABBACE 10 18 19 23 s A 17| 21 17| 19 9 3
TOVATCES 23 14 14 2 A 49 47| 2 2 3 21 66
CHCABBRAGE q 17 19 22 2 14 14 g 9 5 5 -16
QUOUVBER 23 3 s s 37 21 1| 13 24 31 -15
PUVPKIN 65 5 49 G a4 A 69 45 52| 51 0 21

pss | 247 242 30 3049 319 238 240 A ZA -1 -10
‘mitrechsaneed
@newegtsadbese
No sellers recorded for some of the weeks on days sunveyed.
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